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Introduction and Methodology

The Strategic Counsel is pleased to present findings of a national online survey of 
1,000 Canadians with an over-sample of 500 respondents from Quebec.

Results are based on a proportionate national sample of Canadians 18 years of age 
or older.  

Interviews were conducted between May 26th and May 28th, 2009. 

The following table outlines the sample distribution.

Note:  Proportions may not sum to 100% due to rounding.

Note:  For tracking questions published in this report, the May issue of The Strategic 
Counsel Globe&Mail / CTV Poll involves the first use of online interviewing.  In past 
issues telephone interviewing was employed.
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Sample Distribution

National Sample 
Regions

Sample
Size

Canada 1000

Quebec 743

Rest of Canada 757

Ontario 383

West 300

Note: Because of the smaller sample size, the 
margin of error for demographic breakdowns 
and other subsamples is significantly larger 
than for the overall percentages.



Detailed Tables
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Which direction do Canadians see the economy heading in the 
coming months?

*Note:  Rest of Canada includes all provinces except Quebec

Q.4 In the coming months, do you see the Canadian economy getting stronger, getting worse or staying the same?
Base: All respondents
**             Please note that prior May 2009 interviews were conducted via telephone.  The current wave (May 2009) is conducted via online interviews.
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Which one of the political parties do you think ... 

*Note:  Rest of Canada includes all provinces except Quebec

Q.5  Which one of the political parties do you think …?
Base: All respondents
**             Please note that prior May 2009 interviews were conducted via telephone.  The current wave (May 2009) is conducted via online interviews.
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Which one of the political parties do you think ...
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Q.5  Which one of the political parties do you think …?
Base: All respondents
* Modified question – “if there is an economic slowdown” added in 2008
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Which one of the political parties do you think …
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Q.5  Which one of the political parties do you think …?
Base: All respondents
**             Please note that prior May 2009 interviews were conducted via telephone.  The current wave (May 2009) is conducted via online interviews.

*Note:  Rest of Canada includes all provinces except Quebec



STRICTLY PRIVILEGED AND CONFIDENTIAL 99

Which one of the political parties do you think ...

21--2Other/DK/Ref
2623242532None of them
5911-6Bloc Quebecois
-1012712Green Party
96110214NDP
3251415Liberals

… has the best new ideas for Canada CANADA
VOTING INTENTION

Conservative 
Voters Liberal Voters

NDP 
Voters

Bloc Quebecois 
Voters

May 26-28 2009 May 26-28 2009 May 26-28 2009 May 26-28 2009 May 26-28 2009
% % % % %

Conservatives 19 63 2 2 1

11-12Other/DK/Ref
812141422None of them

8212-8Bloc Quebecois
285310Green Party
3729114NDP
2568320Liberals

… has values that most reflect your own CANADA
VOTING INTENTION

Conservative 
Voters Liberal Voters

NDP 
Voters

Bloc Quebecois 
Voters

May 26-28 2009 May 26-28 2009 May 26-28 2009 May 26-28 2009 May 26-28 2009
% % % % %

Conservatives 24 78 3 2 1

Q.5  Which one of the political parties do you think …?
Base: All respondents
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Which one of the political parties do you think …
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Q.5  Which one of the political parties do you think …?
Base: All respondents
**             Please note that prior May 2009 interviews were conducted via telephone.  The current wave (May 2009) is conducted via online interviews.

*Note:  Rest of Canada includes all provinces except Quebec
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Which one of the political parties do you think ...
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Q.5  Which one of the political parties do you think …?
Base: All respondents
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Which one of the political parties do you think …
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Q.5  Which one of the political parties do you think …?
Base: All respondents
**             Please note that prior May 2009 interviews were conducted via telephone.  The current wave (May 2009) is conducted via online interviews.

*Note:  Rest of Canada includes all provinces except Quebec
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Which one of the political parties do you think ...
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Q.5  Which one of the political parties do you think …?
Base: All respondents
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Nov 
28

2005

Nov 
28

2005

Feb
14-17
2008

Nov 
28

2005

… is most able to stand up to 
the United States

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

Ontario

N/A

N/A

Quebec

N/A

N/A

West

N/AN/ANone of them

Region

N/A

Canada 

N/ALiberals

R.O.C.*

Q.5  Which one of the political parties do you think …?
Base: All respondents
**             Please note that prior May 2009 interviews were conducted via telephone.  The current wave (May 2009) is conducted via online interviews.

*Note:  Rest of Canada includes all provinces except Quebec
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Which one of the political parties do you think ...

22-12Other/DK/Ref
2334201731None of them
33--14Bloc Quebecois
--112Green Party

13475311NDP
261468527Liberals

… is most able to stand up to the United 
States CANADA

VOTING INTENTION
Conservative 

Voters Liberal Voters
NDP 

Voters
Bloc Quebecois 

Voters
May 26-28 2009 May 26-28 2009 May 26-28 2009 May 26-28 2009 May 26-28 2009

% % % % %

Conservatives 23 73 6 4 2

Q.5  Which one of the political parties do you think …?
Base: All respondents
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May 26-28 2009

22
14
57
4
61
24
12
51
7
58
15
28
50
4
54
26
16
26
42
16
%

Conserv-
ative

Voters

Voting Intention

27
14
44
52
7
33
12
41
48
7
31
36
9
22
12
29
25
7
20
27
%

Liberal 
Voters

56
12
12
22
10
56
15
7
18
11
37
39
6
9
15
39
28
9
12
21
%

NDP 
Voters

48
8
33
39
6
69
10
17
19
2
47
32
1
11
10
38
39
1
12
11
%

Bloc 
Voters

4344443643Neither
812111612Both 

4343435147Neither
1211111212Both 

2433304234Neither
3830332933Both 

3934364337Neither
2123222624Both 

1918191217Stephen Harper

Is elitist 
2126232022Michael Ignatieff 
28485GAP

%

Quebec

Region

Canada
WestOntarioR.O.C.*

3125271123Stephen Harper

Would stand up to the United 
States 

1819193723Michael Ignatieff 
1368250GAP

3025261022Stephen Harper

Is  easygoing and likeable 
1521192720Michael Ignatieff 
1547172GAP

GAP
Michael Ignatieff 
Stephen Harper

222019014
8991510
3029281524

Would buy his coffee from Tim 
Horton’s 

% %%%

Which one of the party leaders do you think...

*Note:  Rest of Canada includes all provinces except Quebec

Q. 6.  Now please compare the leaders of the two major parties Stephen Harper of the Conservatives and Michael Ignatieff of the Liberals (PN- ROTATE LEADER NAMES).  For each 
statements below, please indicate whether that statement is more strongly associated with  Conservative leader Stephen Harper or Liberal leader Michael Ignatieff.

Base: All respondents
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May 26-28 2009

33
12
52
2
54
24
31
36
5
41
12
13
71
2
73
30
10
57
1
58
%

Conserv-
ative

Voters

Voting Intention

41
15
32
38
6
25
21
45
49
4
25
18
41
49
8
43
10
38
42
4
%

Liberal 
Voters

64
13
2
11
12
50
18
7
19
12
57
17
9
17
9
74
7
5
12
7
%

NDP 
Voters

79
4
12
14
2
52
11
35
36
1
62
9
18
23
6
87
6
4
6
2
%

Bloc 
Voters

5345506254Neither
91613912Both 

3542394741Neither
2421221521Both 

3341384540Neither
1515151214Both 

5255556357Neither
798109Both 

292224820Stephen Harper

Cares about people like me.
1214142015Michael Ignatieff 
17810125GAP

%

Quebec

Region

Canada
WestOntarioR.O.C.*

312325820Stephen Harper

Is concerned  about the economy 
of your province 

716122114Michael Ignatieff 
24713146GAP

251921717Stephen Harper

Cares about the environment and 
climate change  

1619183221Michael Ignatieff 
903254GAP

GAP
Michael Ignatieff 
Stephen Harper

211215178
1616163019
3728311327

Is able to deal with tough 
economic times   

% %%%

Which one of the party leaders do you think...

*Note:  Rest of Canada includes all provinces except Quebec

Q. 6.  Now please compare the leaders of the two major parties Stephen Harper of the Conservatives and Michael Ignatieff of the Liberals (PN- ROTATE LEADER NAMES).  For each 
statements below, please indicate whether that statement is more strongly associated with  Conservative leader Stephen Harper or Liberal leader Michael Ignatieff.

Base: All respondents
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May 26-28 2009

46
13
26
34
8
9
47
23
33
11
15
12
60
6
66
25
33
15
14
29
%

Conserv-
ative

Voters

Voting Intention

32
12
45
6
50
9
42
35
7
42
27
11
31
47
15
21
36
15
14
29
%

Liberal 
Voters

38
25
17
10
27
7
61
18
7
25
37
18
4
21
25
46
29
18
4
22
%

NDP 
Voters

22
24
40
7
47
14
56
21
5
25
31
20
20
14
34
32
47
8
14
7
%

Bloc 
Voters

4444443742Neither
1715162017Both 

1114132315Neither
5448504750Both 

3234352933Neither
1213121714Both 

4038393036Neither
2829294033Both 

2324231721Stephen Harper

Is partisan  
9991410Michael Ignatieff 
141514311GAP

%

Quebec

Region

Canada
WestOntarioR.O.C.*

2223233627Stephen Harper

Is nasty
171817715Michael Ignatieff 
5562912GAP

2021212322Stephen Harper

Plays political games 
161816714Michael Ignatieff 
435168GAP

GAP
Michael Ignatieff 
Stephen Harper

239142013
1622201720
3931343733

Is more mainstream  

% %%%

Which one of the party leaders do you think...

*Note:  Rest of Canada includes all provinces except Quebec

Q. 6.  Now please compare the leaders of the two major parties Stephen Harper of the Conservatives and Michael Ignatieff of the Liberals (PN- ROTATE LEADER NAMES).  For each 
statements below, please indicate whether that statement is more strongly associated with  Conservative leader Stephen Harper or Liberal leader Michael Ignatieff.

Base: All respondents



STRICTLY PRIVILEGED AND CONFIDENTIAL 19

May 26-28 2009

12
14
70
2
72
14
10
69
4
73
23
8
65
2
67
29
14
50
4
53
%

Conserv-
ative

Voters

Voting Intention

24
14
48
55
7
24
15
38
49
12
37
10
41
47
6
30
11
51
55
4
%

Liberal 
Voters

56
10
7
20
14
42
17
4
18
23
64
9
2
14
12
59
11
11
21
10
%

NDP 
Voters

50
5
27
36
9
44
18
22
30
8
79
4
3
10
7
59
5
29
32
3
%

Bloc 
Voters

3241383938Neither
1510121312Both 

3533353535Neither
1114121614Both 

4247475550Neither
99988Both 

4449474647Neither
1210101111Both 

282123919Stephen Harper

Can inspire Canadians  
1721193323Michael Ignatieff 
1104244GAP

%

Quebec

Region

Canada
WestOntarioR.O.C.*

3629321427Stephen Harper

Has the most positive vision of 
Canada’s future 

1620193423Michael Ignatieff 
20913204GAP

3932351930Stephen Harper

Is most decisive 
1520183122Michael Ignatieff 
241217128GAP

GAP
Michael Ignatieff 
Stephen Harper

21913146
1417162618
3526291224

Is best able to represent the 
middle class  

% %%%

Which one of the party leaders do you think...

*Note:  Rest of Canada includes all provinces except Quebec

Q. 6.  Now please compare the leaders of the two major parties Stephen Harper of the Conservatives and Michael Ignatieff of the Liberals (PN- ROTATE LEADER NAMES).  For each 
statements below, please indicate whether that statement is more strongly associated with  Conservative leader Stephen Harper or Liberal leader Michael Ignatieff.

Base: All respondents
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May 26-28 2009

7
15
78
-

78
13
13
68
3
71
5
21
62
6
68
28
21
45
3
48
%

Conserv-
ative

Voters

Voting Intention

18
41
7
24
17
27
11
53
58
5
13
13
53
64
10
26
16
50
54
4
%

Liberal 
Voters

28
34
25
7
32
56
8
8
22
14
30
14
23
40
16
51
16
14
24
10
%

NDP 
Voters

45
27
3
12
16
78
3
17
18
1
32
18
32
41
9
62
11
24
26
1
%

Bloc 
Voters

2024223526Neither
3324282828Both 

3841405344Neither
10910910Both 

2224232624Neither
1515161516Both 

4243425145Neither
1617161416Both 

261922718Stephen Harper

Respects the views of others   
1622202922Michael Ignatieff 
1032234GAP

%

Quebec

Region

Canada
WestOntarioR.O.C.*

4245422137Stephen Harper

Is a patriotic Canadian
688159Michael Ignatieff 
363734628GAP

3527301125Stephen Harper

On the international stage would 
make me proud  to be Canadian 

1722202822Michael Ignatieff 
18510173GAP

GAP
Michael Ignatieff 
Stephen Harper

1815314
2331284532
4130331428

Would have the most positive 
relations with US President 
Barack Obama

% %%%

Which one of the party leaders do you think...

*Note:  Rest of Canada includes all provinces except Quebec

Q. 6.  Now please compare the leaders of the two major parties Stephen Harper of the Conservatives and Michael Ignatieff of the Liberals (PN- ROTATE LEADER NAMES).  For each 
statements below, please indicate whether that statement is more strongly associated with  Conservative leader Stephen Harper or Liberal leader Michael Ignatieff.

Base: All respondents
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May 26-28 2009

31
12
55
1
56
8
32
55
2
57
12
16
71
1
71
%

Conserv-
ative

Voters

Voting Intention

43
11
38
42
4
14
35
39
45
6
25
15
49
55
6
%

Liberal 
Voters

67
8
8
17
8
38
31
15
24
8
55
11
11
23
11
%

NDP 
Voters

86
2
8
10
2
43
20
30
33
3
68
7
19
22
3
%

Bloc 
Voters

5154536256Neither
91110810Both 

2428273829Neither
3130312430Both 

3439384341Neither
1216141314Both 

3626291225Stephen Harper

Has the skills necessary to lead 
Canada in the 21st Century

1719193221Michael Ignatieff 
19710204GAP

%

Quebec

Region

Canada
WestOntarioR.O.C.*

272123819Stephen Harper

Would be someone you would 
invite for dinner

1314142215Michael Ignatieff 
1479134GAP

GAP
Michael Ignatieff 
Stephen Harper

1769221
1418173020
312426821

Respects democracy

% %%%

Which one of the party leaders do you think...

*Note:  Rest of Canada includes all provinces except Quebec

Q. 6.  Now please compare the leaders of the two major parties Stephen Harper of the Conservatives and Michael Ignatieff of the Liberals (PN- ROTATE LEADER NAMES).  For each 
statements below, please indicate whether that statement is more strongly associated with  Conservative leader Stephen Harper or Liberal leader Michael Ignatieff.

Base: All respondents
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May 26-28 2009

23
15
10
26
36
16
12
69
2
70
9
30
58
2
59
%

Conserv-
ative

Voters

Voting Intention

23
13
17
24
40
29
18
42
48
6
17
30
36
45
8
%

Liberal 
Voters

36
19
24
11
34
51
15
14
24
10
40
27
5
19
14
%

NDP 
Voters

25
28
27
10
37
55
14
24
28
3
54
20
17
21
4
%

Bloc 
Voters

3437363134Neither
1513142216Both 

3741404441Neither
1414141515Both 

2631293932Neither
2825272526Both 

3129291124Stephen Harper

Cares about national unity
1515152518Michael Ignatieff 
161414146GAP

%

Quebec

Region

Canada
WestOntarioR.O.C.*

3131323532Stephen Harper

Is more divisive
2019191318Michael Ignatieff 
1112132214GAP

GAP
Michael Ignatieff 
Stephen Harper

191114214
1517163120
3428301024

Understands the new economy

% %%%

Which one of the party leaders do you think...

*Note:  Rest of Canada includes all provinces except Quebec

Q. 6.  Now please compare the leaders of the two major parties Stephen Harper of the Conservatives and Michael Ignatieff of the Liberals (PN- ROTATE LEADER NAMES).  For each 
statements below, please indicate whether that statement is more strongly associated with  Conservative leader Stephen Harper or Liberal leader Michael Ignatieff.

Base: All respondents
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25

9

26

9

25

9

29

18

27

11NET Left Wing

Don’t know

2823251122Middle of the road

55575Somewhat left wing

444116Very left wing

2320211621Somewhat right wing

Stephen Harper CANADA
REGION

Quebec Rest of Canada* Ontario West
May 26-28 2009 May 26-28 2009 May 26-28 2009 May 26-28 2009 May 26-28 2009

% % % % %

NET Right Wing 41 42 40 42 39

Very right wing 20 26 19 22 16

Q. 7.  Would you say that Stephen Harper of the Conservatives is very right wing, somewhat right wing, middle of the road, somewhat left wing, or very left wing?
Base: All respondents

Do Canadians think that Stephen Harper is to the right, to the 
centre or to the left of the political spectrum?

*Note:  Rest of Canada includes all provinces except Quebec
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3125141427Don’t know

211617411NET Left Wing

817163822Middle of the road

87645Somewhat left wing

13911-6Very left wing

1718193521Somewhat right wing

Stephen Harper CANADA
VOTING INTENTION

Conservative 
Voters Liberal Voters

NDP 
Voters

Bloc Quebecois 
Voters

May 26-28 2009 May 26-28 2009 May 26-28 2009 May 26-28 2009 May 26-28 2009
n= 1000 284 246 153 89

% % % % %

NET Right Wing 41 44 54 42 40

Very right wing 20 9 34 24 23

Do Canadians think that Stephen Harper is to the right, to the 
centre or to the left of the political spectrum?

Q. 7.  Would you say that Stephen Harper of the Conservatives is very right wing, somewhat right wing, middle of the road, somewhat left wing, or very left wing?
Base: All respondents
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Q. 8.  Would you say that Michael Ignateiff of the Liberals is very right wing, somewhat right wing, middle of the road, somewhat left wing, or very left wing? 
Base: All respondents

Do Canadians think that Michael Ignatieff is to the right, to the 
centre or to the left of the political spectrum?

33

24

34

23

33

26

34

11

33

21NET Left Wing

Don’t know

2729293129Middle of the road

181516714Somewhat left wing

88847Very left wing

1011101713Somewhat right wing

Michael Ignateiff CANADA
REGION

Quebec Rest of Canada* Ontario West
May 26-28 2009 May 26-28 2009 May 26-28 2009 May 26-28 2009 May 26-28 2009

n= 1000 243 757 383 300
% % % % %

NET Right Wing 17 23 14 14 14

Very right wing 4 6 4 3 4

*Note:  Rest of Canada includes all provinces except Quebec
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Do Canadians think that Michael Ignatieff is to the right, to the 
centre or to the left of the political spectrum?

Q. 8.  Would you say that Michael Ignateiff of the Liberals is very right wing, somewhat right wing, middle of the road, somewhat left wing, or very left wing? 
Base: All respondents

3735152533Don’t know

1118193721NET Left Wing

2431472329Middle of the road

615162314Somewhat left wing

633147Very left wing

2112151113Somewhat right wing

Michael Ignateiff CANADA
VOTING INTENTION

Conservative 
Voters Liberal Voters

NDP 
Voters

Bloc Quebecois 
Voters

May 26-28 2009 May 26-28 2009 May 26-28 2009 May 26-28 2009 May 26-28 2009
n= 1000 284 246 153 89

% % % % %

NET Right Wing 17 16 19 16 28

Very right wing 4 5 4 5 7
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Q. 9.  Would you say that Jack Layton of the NDP is very right wing, somewhat right wing, middle of the road, somewhat left wing, or very left wing? 
Base: All respondents

Do Canadians think Jack Layton is to the right, to the centre or to 
the left of the political spectrum?

28

43

27

46

28

42

32

35

28

41NET Left Wing

Don’t know

*Note:  Rest of Canada includes all provinces except Quebec

2019212221Middle of the road

1719182319Somewhat left wing

2527251222Very left wing

53486Somewhat right wing

Jack Layton CANADA
REGION

Quebec Rest of Canada* Ontario West
May 26-28 2009 May 26-28 2009 May 26-28 2009 May 26-28 2009 May 26-28 2009

% % % % %

NET Right Wing 10 11 9 7 10

Very right wing 4 3 5 4 5
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Do Canadians think Jack Layton is to the right, to the centre or to 
the left of the political spectrum?

3116181928Don’t know

3331505641NET Left Wing

2742201421Middle of the road

2223281519Somewhat left wing

119234122Very left wing

88756Somewhat right wing

Jack Layton CANADA
VOTING INTENTION

Conservative 
Voters Liberal Voters

NDP 
Voters

Bloc Quebecois 
Voters

May 26-28 2009 May 26-28 2009 May 26-28 2009 May 26-28 2009 May 26-28 2009
% % % % %

NET Right Wing 10 12 12 11 9

Very right wing 4 7 5 3 1

Q. 9.  Would you say that Jack Layton of the NDP is very right wing, somewhat right wing, middle of the road, somewhat left wing, or very left wing? 
Base: All respondents
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Do Quebec residents think Gilles Duceppe is to the right, to the 
centre or to the left of the political spectrum?

2118251528Don’t know

3335426036NET Left Wing

3233191524Middle of the road

2826191620Somewhat left wing

59244415Very left wing

1011727Somewhat right wing

Gilles Duceppe Quebec
VOTING INTENTION

Conservative 
Voters Liberal Voters

NDP 
Voters

Bloc Quebecois 
Voters

May 26-28 2009 May 26-28 2009 May 26-28 2009 May 26-28 2009 May 26-28 2009
% % % % %

NET Right Wing 12 11 13 15 14

Very right wing 5 9 6 4 4

Q. 10.  Would you that Gilles Duceppe of the Bloc Quebecois is very right wing, somewhat right wing, middle of the road, somewhat left wing, or very left wing? 
Base: All respondents


