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Introduction and Methodology

Gregg, Kelly, Sullivan & Woolstencroft: The Strategic Counsel is pleased to 
present findings of the Canadian Views on Asia study to The Globe and Mail and 
the Asia Pacific Foundation of Canada. 

Results are based on a proportionate national sample of Canadians 18 years of 
age or older with additional oversamples in Alberta and British Columbia.  

Interviews were conducted between August 2nd and August 9th, 2006. 

The following table outlines the sample distribution and associated margin of 
error.

Note:  Proportions may not sum to 100% due to rounding.
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Sample Distribution and Margin of Error
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International Travel:
How likely are Canadians to visit specific destinations?

Q.1   Are you very likely, somewhat likely, not very likely or not likely at all to travel to any of these places within the next year?
Base: Total sample

*Note:  Rest of Canada includes all provinces except Quebec
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Trade with Asia:
What percentage of Canada’s total trade do you think it is?

Q.2   What percentage of Canada’s trade do you think is with Asia?
Base: Total sample

*Note:  Rest of Canada includes all provinces except Quebec
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Canadian Exports and Investment:
Which markets hold the most potential?

Q.3   In your view, which one of the following markets holds the most potential for Canadian exports and investment?
Base: Total sample

*Note:  Rest of Canada includes all provinces except Quebec
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Canada’s Foreign Relations:
Are they better, worse or about the same when compared to two years ago?

Q.4   Compared with two years ago, are Canada’s relations with the following countries/regions better, worse or about the same?
Base: Total sample

*Note:  Rest of Canada includes all provinces except Quebec
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Canada’s Prosperity and Well Being:
How important are specific countries/regions?

Q.5   On a scale of 1 – 7, where 7 is extremely important and 1 is not at all important, how important are each of these countries or regions to Canada’s prosperity and well 
being?

Base: Total sample

*Note:  Rest of Canada includes all provinces except Quebec
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Agreement with Statements About the Asia-Pacific Region –
% Who Strongly Agree

Q.6-25   For each of the following statements, please tell me whether you strongly agree, somewhat agree, somewhat disagree or strongly disagree.
Base: Total sample

*Note:  Rest of Canada includes all provinces except Quebec

60595849524049Asia a region of rapid and dynamic economic growth

30313031314133Promoting democracy and human rights in Asia should be a major 
priority for the Government of Canada.

25353129292829The majority of people who live in Asia are poor

24282530282126The overall impact of Asian immigration on Canada is positive

21282327262926The Government of Canada should promote greater Canadian 
investment in Asia

18242220202321Looking 20 years ahead, trade with Asia will be more important to 
Canada than trade with the US

15191421183121The Government of Canada should use trade restrictions to try to
influence the policies of Asian countries that are not fully democratic

20222020201920China’s growing military is a threat to the Asian-Pacific region. 

18202019201819Canada would benefit from more Asian investment to Canada, 
including in the energy sector

13181417162418Canadian schools should place more emphasis on teaching about 
Asia and Asian languages
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Agreement with Statements About the Asia-Pacific Region –
% Who Strongly Agree (cont’d)

Q.6-25   For each of the following statements, please tell me whether you strongly agree, somewhat agree, somewhat disagree or strongly disagree.
Base: Total sample

*Note:  Rest of Canada includes all provinces except Quebec

16221621191518
The Government of Canada should place more emphasis on 
strengthening economic relations with Asian countries than with Latin 
American countries

16221915161817The human rights situation in China today is better than it was 10 
years ago

12191417161716Canada should not trade with countries that do not have fully 
democratic regimes

13181414151515Asia is politically unstable

13121115142015China behaves more responsibly than the United States in the 
international community

1110916132115The growing importance of China as an economic power is more of a 
threat for Canada than it is an opportunity

11171314131113
The Government of Canada should place more emphasis on 
strengthening economic relations with Asian countries than with 
European countries

16271710131112I consider Canada to be part of the Asia Pacific region

1311129101311Canada should not expand relations with Taiwan if it may lead to
problems in our ties with mainland China

68856118The growing importance of India as an economic power is more of a 
threat for Canada than it is an opportunity
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Agreement with Statements About the Asia-Pacific Region –
% Who Strongly/Somewhat Agree

Q.6-25   For each of the following statements, please tell me whether you strongly agree, somewhat agree, somewhat disagree or strongly disagree.
Base: Total sample

*Note:  Rest of Canada includes all provinces except Quebec

93949488898789Asia a region of rapid and dynamic economic growth

74737380768378The overall impact of Asian immigration on Canada is positive

76757277757375The Government of Canada should promote greater Canadian 
investment in Asia

66696867688372Promoting democracy and human rights in Asia should be a major 
priority for the Government of Canada.

63706763646765The majority of people who live in Asia are poor

64596168646164Canada would benefit from more Asian investment to Canada, 
including in the energy sector

63616164636463The human rights situation in China today is better than it was 10 
years ago

59626459615259
The Government of Canada should place more emphasis on 
strengthening economic relations with Asian countries than with Latin 
American countries

55615757566558Looking 20 years ahead, trade with Asia will be more important to 
Canada than trade with the US

51504957546858The Government of Canada should use trade restrictions to try to
influence the policies of Asian countries that are not fully democratic
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Agreement with Statements About the Asia-Pacific Region –
% Who Strongly/Somewhat Agree
(cont’d)

Q.6-25   For each of the following statements, please tell me whether you strongly agree, somewhat agree, somewhat disagree or strongly disagree.
Base: Total sample

*Note:  Rest of Canada includes all provinces except Quebec

59595857585457China’s growing military is a threat to the Asian-Pacific region. 

52565251525754Canadian schools should place more emphasis on teaching about 
Asia and Asian languages

49545256554753Asia is politically unstable

50565250505150
The Government of Canada should place more emphasis on 
strengthening economic relations with Asian countries than with 
European countries

39393843415344China behaves more responsibly than the United States in the 
international community

33393743414442Canada should not trade with countries that do not have fully 
democratic regimes

36333640394741Canada should not expand relations with Taiwan if it may lead to
problems in our ties with mainland China

40644935413439I consider Canada to be part of the Asia Pacific region

31353236355038The growing importance of China as an economic power is more of a 
threat for Canada than it is an opportunity

24232625263427The growing importance of India as an economic power is more of a 
threat for Canada than it is an opportunity
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Strengthening Economic and Political Relations in Asia:
Should Canada place the most emphasis on China, Japan or India?

Q.26   Which one of the following Asian countries should Canada place the most emphasis in strengthening economic and political relations?
Base: Total sample

*Note:  Rest of Canada includes all provinces except Quebec
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Increased Canada-China Trade: 
Will it create jobs or result in job loss in Canada?

Q.27   Do you think that increased trade between Canada and China would create jobs or result in job loss in Canada?
Base: Total sample

*Note:  Rest of Canada includes all provinces except Quebec

454556No opinion
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Increased Canada-China Trade: 
Will it help or hurt Canadian consumers?

Q.28   Do you think increased trade between Canada and China would mostly help or mostly hurt Canadian consumers?
Base: Total sample

*Note:  Rest of Canada includes all provinces except Quebec

232435No opinion
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Canada’s Military Involvement in Afghanistan:
Increase, maintain, reduce or withdraw?

Q.29   Do you think Canada should increase its military involvement in Afghanistan, maintain the presence it has now, reduce its military operations or withdraw from 
Afghanistan?

Base: Total sample

*Note:  Rest of Canada includes all provinces except Quebec

322432No opinion

303933383656Withdraw
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Asian Economic Espionage:
Serious threat to Canada or not?

Q.30   From what you have seen or heard in the news, would you say that economic espionage by Asian countries is a very serious, serious, slight, or no threat to Canada?
Base: Total sample

*Note:  Rest of Canada includes all provinces except Quebec

876876No opinion

535659605956NET Slight or No 
Threat

131411151319Not a threat

404249454637Slight threat
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353234NET Serious Threat
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